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An Account of THREE METAL TRUMPETS, found 
in the County of Limerick^ in the Tear 1787, By RALPH 
O US LEY, Efq; M,R,IA, Communicated by JOSEPH 
COOPER WALKER, Efq; Secretary to the Committee of 
Antiquities, 



XXS every attempt to elucidate the antiquities of this country Read March 
has of late been favourably received, the following fhort defcrip- ^9> '788. 
tion of three uncommon mufical inftruments is with great defe- 
rence offered to the Royal Irilh Academy. 

These trumpets were found by a peafant cutting turf in the 
bog of Carrick-O'Giinnell, county of Limerick, in the month of 
May, 1787, and by him fold to a brazier in the city of Limerick, 
who referved them for the prefent poffeflbr. They are of a rich 
mixed metal,, neither copper nor brafs, but inclining rather to a 
copper colour. They refemble ftrongly thofe defcribed in 
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Walker's Hiflorical Memoirs of die Irifli Bards, (page rofy^ 
Appendix) except in the middle piece, which differs from, any 
I ever heard of, and is I believe an unique. This tube i$ 
23 inches /- long, of one entire piece, and has a loop in the 
centre to run a cord througlu At each end it has four hol^s, 
correfponding to four in each trumpet, through which two pins 
or pegs faftened the inilrument. Both trumpets were fixed on 
the middle piece like the joints of a German flute, when firfl 
found, and very firm with ruft and dirt, but the pins were loft. 
I fliould imagine this mbe was only to hang ther» up by. 
Dodlor Fifher (a celebrated performer on the violin, and Do6lor 
of mufic in the univerfity of Oxford) who faw them with me 
in Limerick, conjectures Fig. I. and II. are Jirjl and fecond. The 
mouth or large end of Fig. H. is 4I inches diameter, being one 
inch wider than the other. Fig. III. is the Stoc or Stuic, a fort of 
fpeaking trumpet defcribed by Colonel Vallancey in the Col- 
ledanea. No. XIII. page 46, and in Hiftorical Memoirs of Irifli 
Bards, page 83. The mouth-hole is oval, i| inches long by i-^- 
wide, and was cut acrofs by the turf fpade ; bu^t the other two 
and middle piece are in fine prefervatian. They are all orna- 
mented with little conical teats or proje<5tions at each end, as 
in the drawing, viz. four at the fmall and fix at the large ends, 
and four near each extremity of the middle piece. Fig. I. and 
Fig. III. have fotir holes at the wide ends, which feems as if fome 
other tube was to be faftened occafionally within them, perhaps 
in the manner of Lord Drogheda's, defcribed by Colonel Val- 
lancey. It is natural to think there mult have been mouth 
pieces for Fig. I. and II. but none were found witli them, nor 
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with any others I believe in the kingdom, being made probably 
of perilhable materials. The three trumpets and middle piece 
weigh 9 lb. ii-t-oz. viz. 



Middle piece 
Fig. I. 
Fig. II. 



Fig, III. 
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A VERY curions brafs fpur-rowel, of 2 inches -{^-^ diameter, 
and eight prongs or rays, vras dug up with the trumpets, and 
is now in my pofleflion. 

Will/borough^ near Cqftlerea^ 
Augtifi 15, 1787. 

RALPH OUSLEY. 



